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Local Actions, Large Impacts.

When I look at the challenges facing our work protecting the
Great Lakes, from toxic algal blooms that jeopardize our drinking
water and wildlife to the catastrophic threat of invasive Asian
Carp, it can be overwhelming. Our work is cut out for us, to say
the least, especially when Great Lakes and clean water protections
are under attack. But I also see how time and again, local actions
can have far-reaching, positive effects on the Great Lakes.

I was reminded of this more than ever this past year. In November, we lost our
founder, Lee Botts, who dedicated her life to the Great Lakes. She set the modern
Great Lakes movement on its path, deliberately moving the effort forward one day,
one action at a time. We are forever grateful for Lee’s work and honored to have
been a part of her legacy.

Today, when I hear about a community putting the Great Lakes and clean water at
the center of decisions, I remember Lee setting that expectation as if it was obvious
all along. Lee was a remarkable example of how one person’s steady persistence
can improve the lives of millions.

I believe this year's annual report shows how Lee’s passion reverberates around
the Great Lakes today. We're sharing the stories of local community leaders who
are building powerful new coalitions in Green Bay, northern Ohio, Chicago, and

beyond. They are leading the clean water movement from the ground up.

One person, one town, one state can make a difference and turn the tides to

a healthier Great Lakes. We've seen it time and time again. Thank you to our
generous donors, volunteers, advocates, and community partners who are joining
us in this Great Lakes movement. We can only do our work because of your
support. Thank you.

Joel Brammeier
President & CEO




Treasurer’s
Report

The Alliance for the Great Lakes had a great year,
thanks to our donors, advocates, and champions.
Without their support, we would not have been
able to achieve clean water victories at local, state,
and federal levels.

Last year the Alliance invested in strengthening
our internal finance and operations capacity,
hiring a full-time director experienced in managing
complex organizations and funding sources. Our
Finance & Operations Director spent the past year
making more resources available for our Great
Lakes programs by improving operations through
new management tools and enhanced reporting
to inform our leadership’s and Board'’s guidance of
the Alliance's strategy. The result is superior fiscal
management and stewardship of donations, as
evidenced by us receiving Charity Navigator’s four-
star rating—the highest possible rating—for the
ninth year in a row.

We are honored that so many individuals have
entrusted us to carry out the critical work

of protecting clean water, and we take that
commitment seriously every single day.

I would like to recognize my fellow members of
the 2019 Finance Committee for their continued
dedication—Sue Conatser, Laura Rubin, and David
Schmahl. I would also like to thank Joel Brammeier,
President & CEO, and Kelly Farley, our Finance

& Operations Director, for their dedication and
guidance. We remain committed to effectively
managing the Alliance’s finances, and using the
organization’s resources to continue leading

on Great Lakes protection and restoration for
generations to come.

Frank Washelesky
Treasurer




Our supporters make it possible for the Alliance for the Great Lakes to lead on clean water protection at the
local, state, and regional levels. We extend our sincerest thanks to all donors who supported our work in our
2019 fiscal year (September 1, 2018 - August 31, 2019). In our 2019 financial report, we list donors who have

contributed $1,000 or more,
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Thank You From the Alliance Board and Staff

The Alliance for the Great Lakes would like to recognize retiring members of
our Board of Directors for their years of service: Rachel Schneider and Tom
Denbow. We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our new members,
Kimberly Hill Knott, Candace Jeffers LaRochelle, and Susan McDermott,
who were elected in November 2019. We are continually grateful for the
leadership and commitment of our distinguished Board of Directors.
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