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Growing the Great 
Lakes Movement 
Everyone needs water to live. I am passionate about clean water issues 
because they have the power to unify people. You do not need to 

convince people that elected officials and public agencies ought to ensure their water is 
safe. I have listened to enough people in both rural and urban communities around the 
Great Lakes to understand that while individuals connect to water issues in many different 
ways, they all can see and feel the value Great Lakes water brings to their lives.
 
That connection could be a drinking fountain in a school, a green rain garden in a 
community park, a water bill lying on the kitchen table, a boat so far out you cannot see 
land, a scorching hot beach in July with your family, and on and on. 
 
We live by the world’s largest source of fresh surface water. People here understand how 
vital that is to our health today, and to the futures of the millions of young people growing 
up in our region right now.
 
Yet, this year we learned that in addition to moving Great Lakes protections forward, we 
still have to fight to defend territory already won.
 
2017 saw efforts from the White House to roll back hard-fought Great Lakes 
progress. You could not miss the headlines. This was the most intentional attempt 
to abdicate federal Great Lakes and clean water leadership I have seen in my two 
decades of environmental work.
 
You can read more about how the Alliance responded and how the Great Lakes 
movement actually grew stronger in our full 2017 annual report at http://www.
greatlakes.org/AnnualReport2017.
 
Struggle and conflict are vital parts of public advocacy, especially when the chips are down. 
These forces permeated our work this year. 
 
But what we did not do is allow our cause to protect the Great Lakes and clean water to  
be defined by someone else’s fight. Our cause is already a winner. We are far greater than 
this already.
 
Thanks in part to more than four decades of work by the Alliance and our partners, being 
known as a Great Lakes champion is a sought-after label. It matters to our elected officials 
and business leaders.
 
This is real power. This is how I know that attempts to roll back progress will be met with 
overwhelming action to stop those rollbacks in their tracks, so we can move on to the 
real work of solving our most critical clean water challenges. It is a natural reflection of a 
region with a unifying value for clean water at its heart. That water is protected because 
of your support of the Alliance. Your commitment to us sets the bar for what it 
means to be a Great Lakes champion. Thank you.

Joel Brammeier, President & CEO 



Treasurer’s Report

The Alliance has had yet another successful 
year thanks to financial support from you, our advocates and 
champions. With your commitment, the Alliance is proud 
of significant Great Lakes successes at the local, state, and 
federal levels in 2017. With your help, we faced down one  
of the most challenging years for Great  
Lakes protection in history.  

From successfully defending against unwise cuts to the 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative to holding governments 
accountable on protecting safe drinking water to 
connecting thousands of people with opportunities to 
volunteer to protect the lakes themselves, there is a lot 
to celebrate. But the Great Lakes and the millions who 
depend on them continue to face threats like failing water 
infrastructure, invasive species, and runoff pollution. At 
a time when the federal government is pulling back on 
basic environmental protections, the Alliance is able to 
stay on the forefront of these issues while working with 
communities across the region, thanks to all of you who 
lend your voices and provide generous support.

In 2017 we saw our annual fund of small donors grow to 
become a full 10% of our annual revenues for the first 
time, demonstrating just how strongly so many people 
across the region believe in our mission and how powerful 
individuals can be. With your support, we have maintained 
the fiscal strength that makes the Alliance an investment 
that you can be certain will realize a return far into the 
future. Thank you!

I would also like to thank my fellow members of the 2017 
Finance Committee—Paul Culhane, Laura Rubin, Lauren 
Bigelow, David Schmahl, Sue Conatser and Joe Koop—for 
their continued efforts and oversight. We remain committed 
to managing and utilizing the Alliance’s resources for the 
protection and restoration of the Great Lakes. Thanks also 
to Joel Brammeier, president and CEO, and Janet Hanley, 
our accountant, for their ongoing support and guidance. 

Frank Washelesky
Treasurer
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2017 The Alliance for the Great Lakes would like to extend our sincerest thanks to all the donors who supported our 

work in our 2017 fiscal year (September 1, 2016 – August 31, 2017). Our work would not be possible without 

your generosity and we are very grateful for your commitment. Listed below are donors who contributed $1,000 

or more, but every gift is appreciated and makes a difference.

Every Dollar Matters

CORPORATE/FOUNDATION/
ORGANIZATIONAL DONORS 
$100,000+
Aveda Salons
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation
The Brookby Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
The Joyce Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Altria Group
City of Michigan City
Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb  
 Family Foundation
Freshwater Future
Herman Miller Cares
MillerCoors
Shaw and Betty Walker Foundation
Solberg Manufacturing, Inc.

$10,000-$49,999
Alphawood Foundation
Anonymous
Barbara Ann Steel Charitable Foundation
Barefoot Wine & Bubbly
Beam Suntory/Proof Holiday Charity  
 Team & Matching Gifts Program
Bell’s Brewery, Inc.
Brunswick Foundation, Inc.
City of Gary Redevelopment Commission
Climate Ride
Conant Family Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Earthwatch Institute
Exelon
Frechette Family Foundation
Freudenberg Help e.V.
Frey Foundation
Grosvenor Capital Management, L.P.
National Recreation and Park Association
Patagonia
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
RBC Blue Water Project
Robinson Industries
SC Johnson
Sehgal Family Foundation
The Comer Foundation Fund
The Gage Restaurant
The University of Michigan

$5,000-$9,999
Delta Institute
Hunter Family Foundation
John Dykema and Michelle  
 Maly-Dykema Family Foundation
Lumpkin Family Foundation

Oppenheimer Family Foundation
RMB Capital Management
Siragusa Family Foundation
Speaker Family Foundation
Swanson Family Foundation
The Waterwheel Foundation, Inc.

$2,500-$4,999
AMLI Residential
Coyle, Schmitt & Beaudoin  
 Wealth Management Group
EarthShare Illinois
EarthShare Ohio
Eaton Charitable Fund
GEMS World Academy Chicago
Goose Island Beer Company
Great Lakes Brewing Company
Healing our Waters - Great Lakes  
 Coalition
Hopleaf Bar
Ira and Janina Marks Charitable Trust
Lake Express, LLC
Miller, Cooper & Co., Ltd.
PepsiCo Employee Engagement Fund
Pledgeling Foundation
State of Illinois - Environmental  
 Protection Agency
The KMC Foundation
The Libra Foundation
The Longview Foundation
Wisconsin Department of  

Natural Resources - Coastal  
Management Program

$1,000-$2,499
Accenture LLP
Accuradio LLC
Bayview Mackinac Race
Carl and Barbara Stanley 1997 
 Charitable Trust
City of Cleveland Office of Sustainability
Clif Bar & Company
Dewoskin/Roskin Foundation
Donald Learner Family Foundation
Earthshare
EarthShare Michigan
Elizabeth, Allan and Warren  
 Shelden Fund
Enroth Family Fund of the Greater 
 Milwaukee Foundation
Environmental Consulting &  
 Technology, Inc.
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
IMC
Jan and Christine Deur Fund of  

the Community Foundation for 
 Muskegon County
Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation
Kristine Garrigan Trust
Lakeshore Foundation

Messe Dusseldorf North America
Mizuho USA Foundation of  
 Mizuho Americas
Pearsall Family Foundation
River Network
Rouse Family Foundation
Snap-One Business Solutions
Stratosphere Networks
The David Neufeld Memorial Foundation
The Fish Bar
The Mary and Charles Sethness  
 Charitable Foundation
Winnetka Garden Club

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
$50,000+
Searle Family Trust

$10,000-$49,999
Anonymous
Shannon and Larry Bell
Stephen and Alisoun Brewster
The Crown Family
Kay Hoida Dawson
Noel Ruth Gersonde Revocable Trust
Susan and Jeff Pearsall
Joan Rothenberg and Kenneth Walchak
Joyce and Charles Solberg
Teska Family Fund
Warner Wells Charitable Fund  

at Schwab Charitable Fund

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Howard Conant
Jonathan Cooper / Tucker Ellis LLP
Whitney and Aaron Fershee
Generation IV Charitable Trust
Meredith George
Joel Koplos
Sandy and George Kunkle
Robert and Linda Lanphier
Jamie and Todd Mayer
Sarah Morrison and Bill Rogers
Rachel Schneider and Jeffrey Davis
Janice Thompson

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous
Tonit Calaway
Sue Conatser and Thomas Terry
The Fredman Family Charitable Fund
Meredith James
Barbara and John Kowalczyk
Annie Mahon
Denise K. Marx
Lee McLain
Katherine Newhouse

Charles Sawyer
Kimberlee and David Schmahl
Mike Shelton
Stephanie Smith and Ric Edinberg
Frank L. Washelesky
Bill Zeiler

$1,000-$2,499
Jessica Anderson
Anonymous
Erin Arnold
Sarah and Nathan Arnold
Steve Backlund
Jack and Janis Bails
Mary and Michael Barton, Jr.
Kenneth and Judy Betz
Amy Biewen
Lauren Bigelow
Governor Jim Blanchard and  
 Janet Blanchard
Rachael Bonner
Nick Bothfeld and Bobbie Brown
Marlo Boyle
Diane Braun
Matthew C. Brett and Emily Monnelly
Noelle Brock
Tracy Brooks
Anna-Louise and Gregory Brown
Kevin and Kristi Brown
Linda Brummer-Welsh
Rita Buczynska
Cameron-Atkins Charitable Giving
Bess and Candelario Celio
Shaun Clifford
Lori J. Colman and Cliff Kroeter
Paul and Diane Culhane
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer Fund  
 at the Chicago Community Trust
Madelon Gay Dolan
Kathryn Eckhoff-Stuart and  
 Duncan Stuart
James and Judy Ellingson
Deanna Erickson
Marjorie and Richard Ettlinger
Sharon Feigon and Steven Bialer
Gary and Sandy Fencik
Dr. Kathryn Bryk Friedman
Lisa Gershenson and John Chavez
Amanda and Raymond Haas
David P. Hackett
Shauna Scott and J. Parker Hall IV
Harmann Family - John and Laila Fund  
 of the Greater Cincinatti Foundation
Pat Hartsoe
Robin Haugen
Thomas P. Healy, Jr.
Paul Herbert
Jessica Hess
The Jenny Giving Fund

R. Ann Jones Charitable Fund
Jonnotta Family Fund
Cathy Kennedy
Holly King
Barbara A. Koch
William and Kelly Koch
Kornblith and Lasser Family Fund  

of the Jewish Communal Fund
Drs. Beth and Robert Krippendorf
David Lewis
Tracy Lipska
Lundquist Charitable Fund  

at Schwab Charitable Fund
Michele Mack
Arthur M. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore B. Martin, Jr.
Ann McGill
John and Ladd Mengel
Susan and Mark Mihalo
Meredith Miller
Peggy and Eric Miller
Kate Becker Morrison
Melissa Jo Murphy
Nicholas and Susan Noyes
Meredith Oliver
Laura Rubin
Anthony and Jacquelyn Sartoris
Jeff Shelden
William Shepard
Sanjiv Sinha and Ana Sirviente
Chad Solberg
Travis Solberg
Anne Sullivan
Bob and Hope Taft
John A. Tellis
Jennifer Titus
Derek Torrey
Roy Trumbo
Aaron Vangetson
Jennifer and Allen Weaver
Lyman and Deana Welch
Laura Whaley
Mary Winburn
Christopher Wolf
Justin and Ashley Ziemba

DONORS OF GOODS AND SERVICES
Bell’s Brewery, Inc.
Marlo Boyle 
Rachael Carbone and Mary Howard
Columbia Yacht Club
Comedy Sportz Chicago
Conor Sur Vineyards & Winery
Peter Eckroth
Elsa’s on the Park
Field Museum
Google AdWords
Great Lakes Brewing Company

online

Read the full report online at  

www.greatlakes.org/AnnualReport2017

Hilton Garden Inn Downtown Milwaukee
Hopleaf Bar
La Principle
Live Space Music Hall
The Lucky Platter
Milwaukee Art Museum
Neroli Salon & Spa
Rhine Hall Distillery
Kimberlee and David Schmahl 
Rachel Schneider and Jeffrey Davis
Shaw’s Crab House
Shedd Aquarium
WGN TV

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Baird Foundaton, Inc.
Baxter International Foundation 

Matching Gift Program
Beam Suntory Matching Gifts Program
BorgWarner
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Elizabeth, Allan and Warren 

Shelden Fund
Exelon Foundation 

Matching Gifts Program
Gap, Inc.
GE Foundation
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Ingredion Charitable Foundation
LinkedIn
Morningstar, Inc.
Starbucks Partner Match
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
The Boston Consulting Group, Inc.
The Judy Family Foundation
The Wege Foundation

For the seventh year in a 

 row, the Alliance received 

Charity Navigator’s four-star 

rating—the highest possible. 

The rating is a recognition of 

our sound fiscal management, 

commitment to accountability, 

and transparency.

Revenue Sources

Expenses

Revenues vs. Expenses

GRANTS  $1,764,323 

INDIVIDUALS  $694,410

BUSINESSES/ 
ORGANIZATIONS  $617,950

EVENTS  $162,085 

GOVERNMENT  $178,284

OTHER  $197,149

49%

19%

17%

5%
5%

77%

12%

11%

PROGRAMS  $2,805,161 

FUNDRAISING  $437,531

MANAGEMENT &  
GENERAL  $382,026 

REVENUE    EXPENSES 

$3,850,128  2015

$3,270,010

$3,880,619  2016

$3,411,326

$3,614,201  2017

$3,624,718

$1M $2M $3M $4M $5M

We have set aside and maintained a 

$1.0M endowment and our balance 

sheet remains very strong.

5%
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sanjiv Sinha, Chair 

Joy Mulinex, Vice Chair for Policy

Rachel Schneider, Vice Chair for Development

Joan Rothenberg, Chair for Nominations

Frank Washelesky, Treasurer

David Schmahl, Secretary

Kate Friedman

Joel Brammeier, ex officio

Lauren Bigelow

Stephen Brewster

Claire Castleman

Lori Colman

Sue Conatser

Paul Culhane

Tom Denbow

Adrienne Dziak

Aaron Fershee

Quentin James

Buzz Patterson

Jeff Pearsall

Laura Rubin

Lee Botts, emeritus

James Griffith, emeritus

Joe Koop, Kellogg Board Fellow

Thank You For Your Leadership 
The Alliance for the Great Lakes would like to thank retiring members of our Board of Directors 

Paul Botts and Joyce Solberg for their years of dedicated service. We would also like to extend 

a warm welcome to our new member Quentin James, who was elected in November 2017. 

The Alliance is grateful for the leadership and commitment of its distinguished Board of Directors.

STAFF
Joel Brammeier, President & CEO

Kelly Anderson, Database Coordinator

Mary Barton, Vice President, Development 

Todd Brennan, Senior Policy Manager  

Ethan Brown, Community Planning Manager

Jennifer Caddick, Vice President,  
   Communications & Engagement

Anna-Lisa Castle, Content Coordinator 

Charlie Corwin, Building Resilience Fellow

Crystal Davis, Policy Director

Tyrone Dobson, Volunteer Manager 

Nate Drag, Water Project Manager

Sheyda Esnaashari, Policy Coordinator 

Molly Flanagan, Vice President, Policy 

Judy Freed, Marketing Strategist

Luz Gomez, Office Manager 

Destinee Henton, Ohio Outreach Coordinator  

Megan Hilbrich, Institutional Giving Manager

Angela Larsen, Community Planning Director

Katie Larson, Education Manager

Khalil Ligon, Community Sustainability Planner   

Danika Miller, Executive Assistant

Ruth Perret-Goluboff, Community Coordinator

Brenda Price, Volunteer & Education Director  

Carolyn Rudinsky, Development Coordinator

Stephanie Smith, Vice President, Operations 

150 N Michigan Ave  •  Ste 700  •  Chicago, IL 60601

312-939-0838    alliance@greatlakes.org 

www.greatlakes.org
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